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Introduction

Nearly every country in the EU is fatavith the prospect of a population that is getting progressively

older: birth rates are declining while life expectancy is rising. This demographic evolitiobe

accompaied by profound social changes: in terms of social protection, housing and ereptoyor
exampleHowever , the EU popul atig aso basing @ isteomgunapbct omgei ng
conventional relationships between generations

The political debate has often focused on the negative challenges of ageing, such as the need for
increased expenditure on pensions, health care aanidl sprotection systemsSuch systems are
dependent on the concept of (inkenerational) solidarity, an integral part of the European economic
and social system, anid thereforei a crucial factor in thisddebate. According to the European
Commission, solidarity and the creation of links between younger and older generations should not be
seen in strict financial terms. The Commission recommends placing equal importance on the
promotion of mutual cooperatioand interchanges between the generations, as well as better
understanding and new forms ofegistencé

The Flash Eurobarometeintergenerational solidarity(Flash N 269) was conducted in order to
exami ne Edpinions abouz e n s 6

existing relatims between the younger and older generations

costs of an ageing populatidrparticularly in terms opensions and elderly care
the need for pensicand social securitgeforms

ways in whicholder peoplecontributeto societyi financially and in a broaa way
existing possibilities foraonomous living for elderifeU citizens

the provision oklderly care and support by social services

the role of public authorities in promoting intergenerational solidarity

The Flash Eurobarometeintergenerational solidarity (Flash N 269) fieldwork was conducted
between 20 and 24 March 2009. Over 27,000 randgeilcted citizens aged 15 years and over were
interviewed in the 27 EU Member States. Interviews were predominantly carried out vidirfexed
telephone reachingca. 1,000 EU citizens in each country. Parts of interviews in Austria, Finland,
Italy, Portugal and Spain were conducted over mobile telephones. Due to the relatively leliméixed
telephone coverage in Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia,aldfithuania, Hungary, Poland,
Romania and Slovakia, 300 individuals were sampled and interviewed onta-face basis.

To correct for sampling disparities, a pe#atification weighting of the results was implemented,
based on key socidemographiovariables. More details on the survey methodology are included in
the Annex of this report.

Please note that due to rounding, the percentages shown in the charts and tables do not always add up
exactly to the totals mentioned in the text.

! See:http://www.ageplatform.org/EN/IMG/Solidarityuk4. pdf
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Main findings

Existing relations between the younger and older generations

e EU citizens were most likely to accept tlyatung people and older people do not easily agree
on what is best for society(69% agreed) anchostlikely to disagree thablder people are a
burden on society(85%).

e In all EU Member Statesat least halof respondentshoughtthat the generations do not easily
agree on what is best for societlgg proportion ranged fromi0% in the Netherlands to &3in
SwedenAt least twethirds of intervieweefn each Member State, howevdisagreed thaolder
people are a burden on society

e The youngest respondentmfler 2% were the most likely to think thgbung people and older
people do not easily agree on what is best for society Gth¥%pared to 66%69% in the other
age groups The oldest respondentsver 64 weretwice as likely as the youngest ortesagree
that older people are a burden on society (25%4.2%)

e Roughly halfof EU citizensdisagreedhat, because there will bea higher number d older
voters, decisionma k er s wi | | pay | ess at t¥Youngerrespondems y ouhnd
werelesslikely to disagreg(45% of 1524 yearoldsvs.53% of those ove64).

e A majority (56%) agreed thaas older people work until a later age, fewejobs will be
available for younger people Seven in 10 EU citizendisagreed thatompanies that mostly
employ young people perform better than those that employ people from different age
groups.

e Cypriot and Greek responderdppeared to be thmost likely to agree with théwo previous
statements, while Danish, Dutch aBdtish intervieweesvere themostlikely to disagree For
example, 78% of Greeks and Cypriots agreedfdva¢r jobs will be available for younger people
if older people extend their arking livescompared to 26% of Danes and 48%%o of British
and Dutchrespondents.

Costs of an ageing populatiohin terms of pensions and elderly care

e EU citizens were in agreement thifteir national governments must make more money
available for persions and care for the elderly in 18 Member states, at &a8 in 10
respondents agreeahd not more than orsixth disagreedwith this proposition

e The statemerit in coming decadesgovernments will no longer be able to pay for pensions
and care for older peoplei received a total level of agreement ranging from approximately 4 in
10 interviewees in Bulgaria and Romania to twice as many in Portugal (81%).

e Respondents aged between 25 and 54 were the most concerned about the affordability of
pensionsslightly more thar6 in 10 of these respondersigreed with this statememompared to
only a slim majority ofrespondents in the other age groups (55%).

The need for pension and social security reforms
e EU citizens were almost as liketp agreethat people in employment will be increasingly
reluctant to pay taxes and social contributions to support older peoples they were to agree

thatolder people accept the need for major pension reforms to ease the financial burden on
working-age peoplg52% vs. 48%).
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e Although respondents in Sweden and Denmark were the least likely to think that people in
employment will be increasingly reluctant to pay ta&ed social contributions to support older
people they were among the most likely to disagree thd¢r people accept that major pension
reforms are needed to the ease the burden on weakiageople.

e Almost 6 in 100f the 1524 yearolds agreed thagpeople in employment will be increasingly
reluctant to pay taxes and social contributions to suppdder people, compared to
approximately half of the older respondents

e Two-thirds of EU citizens agreed thtieir government should make it easier for older people
to continue working beyond the normal retirement agei if they so wish Only in Greece,
Italy and Slovakiawas the number of respondents who disagreed higiher equal toi the
number who agreed.

Ways in which older people contribute to sociétypoth financially and in a broader way

e More than 8in 10 respondents in almost all Member Ssasgyreed thafinancial help from
parents and grandparents is important when young adults are establighg their own
households and families The total level of agreementowever,was considerably lower in
Denmark (59%), the Netherlands (65%), the CzegpuRlic (71%) and Sweden (76%).

e A majority of respondents in all Member Statdso thought that thecontribution of older
people who care for family members or relatives is not sufficiently appreciated in their
country (the total level of agreement ramh&rom 58% in Luxembourg to 91% in Portugal)
Thosebetween 40 and 64 yeanfage were the most apt agreewith this (80% vs. 71% of the
1524 yearolds).

e A large majority(78%) of EU citizensagreed thablder people make a major contribution to
socidy via voluntary work in charitable and community organisations in their country. The
eight Member States where respondents were the least likely to wighethis statemendll
belonged to the group of countries that joined the EU in 2004 or laterigtiteceuntries where
respondents most frequently agreed were a4 enlargement countries.

e When EU citizensvere asked whethdhere are (not) enough opportunities for older and
younger people to meet, and work together, via associations and locaimmunity initiatives,
the majority view in 21 Member States was that therénatdficientopportunities.

e Only 7 in 10 of 1524 yearolds agreed that older people make a major contribution to society via
voluntary work vs.80% of the over 54 yeaolds. The oldest responder(@ver 64)werealsothe
least likely to think that there are not enough opportunities for older and younger pegete to
togethervia associations and local community initiatives.

The provision of elderly care and support by salcservices

e Almost twothirds of EU citizenghought thadoctors, nurses and professional carers in their
country are sufficiently well trained to care for the special needs of the elderlyThe total
level of agreement ranged from slightly less thari bhrespondents in Greece, Lithuania and
Estonia (46%47%) to more than 8 in 10 (82%) of respondents in Austria

e Roughly 6 in 10EU citizensdisagreed that there asaifficient social servicego support frail
older people so that they can stay livingi their own home Almost wo-thirds of interviewees
also disagreed thateople with a responsibility of care for older family members at home
receive good support from social services

e Respondents in Portugal, Bulgaria and Greece were not only amongpstalissatisfied with
support from social services for elderly people living on their own, they were also the most
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dissatisfied with social services support for individuals who leanesponsibility of caréor older
family members at hom&espondents ihuxembourg on the other handyvere the most likely to
agreethatthereare sufficient social services

e Both the youngest (under 25) and the oldest respondents (over 64) were more likely than
respondents in the other age categories to thinkhkat ae sufficient social services support
the elderly(38%6-39% vs. 30%34%)and thosevho have a responsibility of care for older family
members at hom@8%-30% vs. 23%24%).

Existing possibilities for autonomous living for elderly EU citizens

e At least 7in 10 respondents across all Member States agreednimay frail older people
cannot live autonomously because their homes are not adapted to meet their nedts total
level of agreement ranged from 70RoLiuxembourg to 95% in Portugal

e A large variabn in country resultsvas neverthelesspbservedfor the statement thatlder
people would contribute much more to society if they could move arounchore easily less
than half Czechrespondents agreed with this statement, compared to approximateit® in
Portuguese, Italians and Cypriots.

The role of publicauthorities in promoting integenerational solidarity

e More than 6 in 10 EU citizerdisagreedhat their government does a good job in promoting
better understanding between young and old only 27% of respondenti total agreed with
this proposition

e Lithuania and Belgiunwere theonly two countriesvhereat least half of interviewees agcee
with the previousstatemen{54% and 50%, respectivelyin a majority of EU Member States,
morethan6 in 10 respondentisagreed that the government does a good job in this area.

e Respondents over 64 were the most likehagoeethat the government doesgood job(32%),
with almost as many of th&5-24 yearolds agreeing 29%). The total level of agreeme
however was bwer for respondents between 25 and 64 (between 23% and 27%).

e EU citizens were, nevertheless, in agreement aboubteef public authorities in promoting
better relations between young and oldFor example,n all EU Member States (espt for the
Czech Republic), at least 85% of respondents agreedldbak authorities should support
associations and initiatives that foster stronger relations between young and older people
slightly lower proportion of Czechisbut, nevertheless, 791 agreed that this is a respsibility
of local authorities

page7



Flash EB N° 269 i Intergenerational solidarity Analytical report

1. Relations between the different generations

When presented with various statensesitboutthe existingrelations betweethe younger and olabr
generationsEU citizens were most likelfo agreethat young people and older people do not easily
agree on what is best for soci€B8% stronglyagreed and 41%omewhatgreed) and least likely to
agree that oldgreople are burderon society(4% stronglyagreed and 10%omewhatgreed)More
than 6 in 10 EU citizenstronglydisagreed that older people are a burolesociety.

A slim majority of EU citizensagreed that as older people work until a later age, fewer jobs will be
available for younger people (268tronglyagreed and 30%omewht agreed) Roughly half of EU
citizens, nevertheless, disagreed thetcause there wilbe more older voters, decisiomakers will
pay | ess attent i on0%stonglydisagrepd an@&l% gomevbatlisagreed) d s (

Seven in 10 EU citizendisagreed thatompanies that mostlgmploy young people perform better
than those that employ peogtem different age groups36% stronglydisagreed an@4% somewhat
disagreed).

Slightly more than 6 in 10 EU citizens thought that the media exaggehsassk of a conflict
between generations: 278ronglyagreed and 34%omewhatagreed with this proposition.

Finally, in total, slightly more than half of EU citizens agreed thatheir countryplder womerare at

a greaterisk of falling into povery than older mepslightly less than a quarter (23%tyonglyagreed
that this is the case in their count@netenth of respondentsther had no opinion on the topic or did
not know what to answer.

Perceptions regarding the relations between younger and older people

| Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree B Strongly disagree DK/NA

41 20 n4
34 22 11 §3
30 25 3
30 22 10
29 31
:
T

Q1. 1 am going to read out a number of statements about relations between younger and older people. For each
one, please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree .
Base: all respondents, % EU27

Young people and older people do noteasily agree on what
is best for society

The media are exaggerating the risk of a conflict between
generations

As older people work until a later age, fewer jobs will be
available for younger people

Older women are more at risk of poverty than older men in
(OUR COUNTRY)

Because there will be more older voters, political decision-
making will pay less attention to the needs of young people

Companies which employ mostly young people perform

6
better than those which employ people of different age 6

Older people are a burden for society E§ 10 23

Country variations

More than 8 in 10 Swedish, Cypriot and Greek respondents thouglybthal and older people do
not easily agree on what is best for socieffpetween 82% and 88%irongly and somewhaggree
responsgs Respondents in these Member States also most frégseingly agreed that this is the
case: 56% in Greece, 52% in Cyprus and 49% in Sweden.

In the Netherlands, on the other hand, the total level of agreementhé.aum of strongly and
somewhatgree responseg)st reached 50%Denmark and Irelan@vere close tahe Netherlandsat
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the lower end of the distribution witltless than 6 in 10 respondents wdamewhabr stronglyagreed
with the statement3% and 58%, respectivelyfurthermorejn total, at leas# in 10 Dutch, Danish
and Irish intervieweedisagreed and approximately onrgixth (16%-17%) strongly disagreed that
young and older people do not easily agree on what is best for society

Young people and older people do not easily agree on what is best for society

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA

w0 e i il s e ol i B
ook - b 'l“m"ﬂﬂn “HHEEH"HHE
o | 10 17 16 20 19 18 18 20 18 23 20 1

39 31 26 18 23 2 39 *° 24 o4 L
60 - 33

Q1. 1 am going to read out a number of statements about relations between younger and older people. For each
one, please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

In four Member States, at least half of the respondemtsewhator strongly agreedthat because
there will be higher numbers of older voters, political decisionmakers will pay less attention to

the needs of young peoples6% in Portugal, 55% in Slovenia, 52% in Greece and 50% in Cyprus
Respondents in Greece were also thestnikely to strongly agree with this statement, although
Slovenes were considerably less likely to do so (3h#hl4%, respectively. In Cyprus and Portugal,
slightly less than a quartstronglyagreed (24% and 23%, respectively).

In the Netherlands, M@, the UKand Estonia, on the other hand,slim majority of interviewees
somewhabr strongly disagreed thatlecisionmakerswi | | pay | ess attention
because there will beigher numbers oblder voters (betweebs% and61%). Furthermore, in these
countries, at least a fiftbf intervieweesexpressed strondisagreement (between 22% afd%).

Irish, Greek Bulgarianand Swedishiespondentsvere, neverthelespist as likely tostronglydisagree
thatdecisionmakingwould change ithis manner(between 27% and 28%).

Because there will be more older voters, political decision making will pay less
attention to the needs of young people

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA
100’6ﬁ 7@798 68108E766 5EE
-gCRetaaadegEntendiettaagut)

32
60 16 23 31 23 25 53 26 32 o 34 27 32 31 31 31 ,; 34 39 3 5

27 33 29 34

= 7 > = ¥ N O X W o |~ (%] w 4 W oW =
IlWUJOLL_IEEDUmwm<%LLSLLJUJBQED.U)LIJ:)EZ
w

Q1.1 am going to read out a number of statements about relations between younger and older people. For each
one, please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

Greek, Cypriot, Portuguese and Slovene respondents were also the most likely to agrselthet,
people work until a later age, fewer jobs will be available for younger peopldetween 70% and
78% somewhabr strongly agreed with this propositiorin this case, however, they were joined by

page9



Flash EB N° 269 i Intergenerational solidarity Analytical report

Hungary (71%)Although thetotal level of agreement was rather similar in the-tzsted countries,
Greeksand Cypriotsstood outsomewhawith at least half of intervieweestronglyagreéng with the
statement (59% and 50%, respectively, compared to e.g. 35% in Hungary and Portugal).

Denmark also stood out from the pack: while in all Member States at least 45% of respondents
somewhator strongly agreed that fewer jobs will be available for younger pedpldder people
extend their working lives, only 26% of Danes agréednd 71% in total disagreed with this
outlook. Furthermore, 2% of Danesstronglydisagreed that fewer jobs will be availalfbr younger

people

As older people work until a later age, fewer jobs will be available for younger people

| Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree | Strongly disagree DK/NA
100 - .
EfoDf nll“llllazll"“llﬁaq
80 1 15 14 19 20 42
19 22 25 23 55
60 (o 28

40

20

- > = 5 O X > w w o o N[N 4 wWw g 9 w 4 ¥ X
mo%n'w':_'mmEQ:EmV)mU-U‘:\‘)D-LULLLUDBU—JZDQ
L

Q1. 1 am going to read out a number of statements about relations between younger and older people. For each
one, please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

Roughly ae in two Cypriots and Greekdso somewhabr strongly agreedthat companies which
mostly employ young people perform better than those that employ people of a differefalder)
ageil as dd 53% of Romanian respondents. Furthermore, respondents inMieesiger Statesvere
more likely than EU citizens on average to express strong agreement (&l &i#pared to an EU
average of 8%).

In the countries tathe lower end of the distributionptvever, 15%or lessof respondents agreéa

total T and 5% or lessstrongly agreedi that companiesnostly employingyoung people perform
better than those employipgople from different age grougaurthermore, in most of these countries

a majority ofintervieweesstrongly disagreed that there would be such a difference in performance
with respondents in Sweden and Denmark being the most likalydogly disagree (56%and 53%,
respectively).

Companies which employ mostly young people perform better than those which
employ people of different age

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA
100 -
10 7
80 f 19 24 28 I . 27
30 33 36
S B2 I B Ed M PR PE 7 ES
60 25
“ “ Y 37 40
40 {26 22 22 33 = By B2 "
32 27 23 26 1 26 32 a1 a2
20 18 20 19 21 17
17 14 10 17 111 10 11 /11 11 7 9
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Q1.1 am going to read out a number of statements about relations between younger and older people. For each
one, please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country
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Greek andPortuguese r@mndents were also the most likelythink thatthe media exaggerates the
risk of a conflict between generations78% of Greek and 70% of Portuguese respondsmmsewhat
or strongly agreedthat this is the casélthough the total level of agreement waher similar in
HungaryandPortugal (69%and70%, respectively;, only 28% of Hungariansstronglyagreed thathe
media exaggerates the risk of a conflict between generatiacemparedto 36% of Portuguese
respondentsGreek respondents weré once againi the most likely to strongly agree with this
proposition 51%).

In Luxembourg, on the other hand, only 49%re$pondentsomewhabr strongly agreedi anda
similar proportion (47%)disagreedi that the media exaggerates the risk of a conflict between
generationsiIn all other countries (except for Ireland), less than 4 in 10 responstemiswhator
stronglydisagreedhat this is the casand the proportion ranged fror8% in Greeceto 38% in Malta

and Denmarkin Ireland,in total,42% of intervieweedisagreed with this statement

The media are exaggerating the risk of a conflict between generations

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA

100 fm ﬂ E é
9

B - ﬂl l.nﬁq .ﬂlﬂlﬂnl. ﬁ

12

14 22 23
1 16 22 25 91

60 |21 23 ,, 33

Q1. 1 am going to read out a number of statements about relations between younger and older people. For each
one, please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

In all Member Statesat least twethirds of intervieweessomewhabr strongly disagreed thablder
people are a burden on societythe total level oflisagreement ranged frof6% in Lithuaniato 95%

in the NetherlandsFurthermore, a majority of respondents in 19 Member States, and a relative
majority ina furthereight, stronglydisagreed that older people are a burden on society. Respondents
in Cyprus and Greece were the most likelystangly disagree, while those in the Czech Republic
were the least likely to do so (82% and 81%, respectively, vs. 37%).

Older people are a burden for society

H Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree | Strongly disagree DK/NA

100

80 | N X
42 43f46 410043
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Q1. I am going to read out a number of statements about relations between younger and older people. For each
one, please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

The total level of agreement fthie statement thalder womenare at agreater risk of falling into
poverty than older men in their country ranged fromonethird in Estoniato threequarters in
Sweden.Similarly, the proportion of respondents who expressed strong agreement ranged from
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slightly more than 1 in 10 respondemtsEstonia and Slovakia (both %) to at least 4 in 10 in
Sweden and Gree¢é2% and 41%, respectivély

Focusing on those choosing the more extreme negative resppastose whaostronglydisagred it

was hoted thabnly roughly 1 in 10Swedes, Germans and Austriaiese this pssibility (between
9% and 12%)while inlIreland and Estonienore than a quarter of respondesttenglydisagred that
older womenare at agreaterrisk of falling into poverty than older men in their coun(®7% and
26%, respectively

At least ongerth of interviewees in more than half of the EU Member States either had no opinion on
the topic or did not know whatto answerh e pr opor ti ons o frangedfoom@% Kk n o w
in Greece, Spain and Slovenia to 15% in Belgium and Malta

Older women are more at risk of poverty than older men in [our country ]

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA
100 -

10 10 12 11 12 10 10 12 14 14 13 11 13

ﬂ E é 15 E 15
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15 17 14 17 04 26
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Q1.1 am going to read out a number of statements about relations between younger and older people. For each
one, please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

Sociedemographic considerations

The following analysis descr i beabouttetising relationisat i on
between the younger and older generatitisken down by socidemographic variables. €hsocie
demograhic analyss in this sectionprimarily focusson:

a) thetotal level of agreemerit.e. the sum obtrongly and somewhatgree responsesgxcept
where otherwise stated

b) the main differenced,e. where there isoughly a five percentage point differencavieen
socio-demographic groups.

Younger peoplei their potential problems andbenefits

Y ounge respondentsveremore likelythantheir older counterparts tgreethat, because there will be

higher numbers oblder votersdecisionmakers will pay lessat t ent i on t o young pe
(52% of 15-24 yearolds compared t87% of those over 54 Older respondentshowever most often

agreedthat as older peoplextend their working livesfewer jobs will be available for younger

people (57% of the over s compared to 51% of 4% yearolds) Thos still in education were

almost adikely as the youngest respondetdsagree with the former statement (52% vs. 42%% of

respondents who had completed their educgtiibtrwas the respondentsiith the lowestlevel of

educatiori of which half are older than 64 howeverwho most often agreed with the latter statement

(63% vs. 48%of themost educated respondeatsd 53%of thosestill in education).

Roughly tree in 10 (31%f the 15-24 yearolds anda sinilar proportion of full-time student$30%)

agreed thatompaniesthat mostly employ young people perform betterthan those that employ
people from different age groupBhe over 64 yeaolds and ttose with the lowest level of education
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were, neverthelesgyst as likely to agree with this statement (27% and 32%, respectively), while the
corresponding proportions for all other age and educational groups were considerably lower.

For the three statementiscussed so famanual workers anil o t m@&warking respondents (i.e.
students, unemployed respondents, those looking afteme etc.) tended to agrewre frequently
than employeesel-employedrespondentand retireesThe lastnamed group wathe least likelyof
all to agree with the statement ab@olitical decisiormalers paying less attention to the young
while seltemployedrespondent@&ind employees least frequently agtewith the statemestabout
there beingfewer jobs for young people and company performare@ng dependent on thiéght
enployment mix

For example, almost half of manual workers ana t hnerrworking respondentsgreed that
decisionma ker s wi | | pay | ess attenti on thigherpwunbensy peop
of older voters compared to 35% of retirees aslightly more than 4 in 10 employees and -self

employed respondent&imilarly, a third ofmanual workers anéd o t memwarking respondents

agreed thatompaniesthat mostly employ young people perform better than those employing a
balanced mix of youngnd old compared ta fifth or lessof employees (17%) and salfmployed

respondents (20%&nd approximately a quarter (24%) of retirees.

Although not many differences were observed betwagndwellers and rural residents, it appears
that metropolita residents woyrless than urban and rural residents altbete being fewejobs for
younger peopldf older people extend their working livegg9% of the former agreed with this
statement compared to 57% of the latter).

Older peoplei their potential problems

Younger respondents did not necessarily skeler people as a burden on society the oldest
respondentsofrer 64 and retirees were the most likely to agree with this statement (25% and 22%,
respectivelycompared to, for example, 12% of-28 year-olds and 16% of 564 yearolds).

Retireesandolder respondents (aged 0\&9) also mosfrequentlyagreel thatolder womenare at a
greater risk of falling into poverty than older men in their countrifor example, while only 42% of
1524 yearolds and 48% of 289 yearolds agreed with this statement, this proportion increased to
57%59% for respondentever 39. Although men and women held relatively similar views about
existing relations between the younger and older generatiamsen did appeaotbe more likely than
men to agree thatomen are at greaterrisk of falling into povertythan older men in their countiy

this difference, however, was only observed when looking at men and womestrahgly agred
(26% of women vs. 20% of men)

Theyoungest respondentsnder25) i and those still in educatidnwere the most likely to think that
young people and older people do not easily agree on what is best for soci€yr example, three
quarters of 1824 yearolds agreed that this is the casempared to approximately twhirds of
respondents in the other age groups (63%0).

For more details, see annex tables 1b through 7b.
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2. Affordability of pensions and elderly care; the need for
pension reforms

EU citizens were in agreement thatith@ational governments must make more money available for
pensions and care for the eldeflyonly 14% somewhator strongly disagreed with the statement.
Moreover, roughly half of EU citizensstrongly agreed that this need exists. Almost 6 in 10
respondets, however, recognised that, in the coming decades, governments will no longer be able to
pay for pensions and elderly care (25&onglyagreed and 33%omewhatgreed).

EU citizens were almost as likely to agree that people in employment will besimgigareluctant to

pay taxes and social contributions to support older people, as they were to agree that older people
accept the need for major pension reforms to ease the financial burden on vagekipgople: a slim

majority (52%)somewhatr strongly agreed with the former statement and slightly less than half
somewhabr stronglyagreed with the latter one8%). The latter statement, nevertheless, appears to

be more difficult to judge as 13% of redhgeondent
former statement.

In total, twothirds of EU citizens agreeidand more than a third (35%jrongly agreedi that their
government should make it easier for older people to continue working beyond the normal retirement
agel if they sowish.

Find | vy, EU citizens were divided in their opi ni
expenditure on young people aod education is too little, in comparison with the amount spent on
older people: 469%6o0mewhabr stronglyagreed and 43% in total dige&ed with this proposition.

Perceptions regarding the affordability of pensions and elderly care

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree ® Strongly disagree DK/NA

35 10 3

Our government must make much more money available for
pensions and care for the elderly

Our government should make it easier for older people in
(OUR COUNTRY) to continue working beyond the normal
retirement age, if they wish

In the coming decades,governments will no longer be able
to pay for pensions and carefor older people

People in employment will be increasingly reluctant to pay 26

taxes and social contributions to support older people

Older people acceptthe need for major pension reforms to o5

ease the financial burden on working age people

Our government is spending too little on education and
young people compared to older people

19 7
7

14 13
17 11

- IR

Q2. Now | would read out a few statements related to pensions. Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat
agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base: all respondents, % EU27

Country variations

In 18 Member states, at least 8 in 10 respondsmsewhabr strongly agreedi and not more than
onesixth disagreed thatt hei r country6és gover nmenaytavailablesfor mak e
pensions and care for the elderly Furthermore, in eight of these countries, the proportion of
respondents whetrongly agreed was at least twice as high as the proportiorstim¢whatgreed,

with respondents in Greece (75%), Portuf#%), Cyprus (70%) and Bulgaria (68%) leading the

way.

In the five countries at the bottom of the distributiohuxembourg, the Czech Republic, Slovenia,
Hungary and Denmarikjust 7 in 10 intervieweesr lessthoughtthat additional government fundeea
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needed for pensions and care for the elderly (bet@&éth and 70%strongly and somewhatagree
responses). In the lasamed country, 39% of respondesti©nglyagreed with the statement, while in
Luxembourg, the Czech Republic and Hungary, approxima&eh 10 respondentstrongly agreed
(29%-32%). Finally, in Sloveni& and Slovakid only a quarter of respondergsonglyagreed.

Our government must make much more money available for pensions and care
for the elderly

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q2. Now | would read out a few statements related to pensions. Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat
agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

The statemerit in coming decadesgovernments will no longer be able to pay for pensits and

care for older peoplei received a total level of agreement rangfngm approximately 4 in 10
interviewees in Bulgaria and Romania (38% and 40%, respectively) to twice as many in Portugal
(81%).

Other countries at the higher end of the distributiowith more than twehirds of interviewees
doubting about the affordability of pensions and elderly ¢awere Germany (72%omewhator
strongly agreed) and Austria (68%). Portuguese respondents were also the most ligetniy
agree with this pnoosition (54%), followed by Greek and German respondents (41% and 38%,
respectively). In all other countries, not more than 3 in 10 resporstenglyagreed.

Focusing on those choosing the more extreme negative respoassronglydisagred it was noted
that less thard in 10Germans, Slovaks, Czechs and Italians chose this possibility, while in Romania
and Bulgaria the proportion was more than three times higher (31% in both countries).

In the coming decades,  governments will no longer be able to pay for pensions
and care for older people

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q2. Now | would read out a few statements related to pensions. Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat
agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

As with the results fothe statement abogbvernments no longer being able to paydensions and
elderly care, Portuguese respondents most frequently agreegettiale in employment will be

pagel5



Flash EB N° 269 i Intergenerational solidarity Analytical report

increasingly reluctant to pay taxes and social contributions to support older peoplén total, 77%
agreed). Furthermore, Portugal was the only country wslaybtly more than 4 in 10 respondents
strongly agreed with this propositiorf41%) the proportion of respondents expressing strong
agreement, however, was also considerably higheer the EU average in Malta, Greece, Bulgaria,
Belgium and Cyprus (between 26% and 28®6nglyagreed).

In the Scandinavian countriesd in Irelandon the other handmost 6 in 1despondentsomewhat

or stronglydisagreed thapeople in employment Wibe increasingly reluctant to pay taxes and social
contributions to support older peop&s% in Denmark an&7% in Swederand Ireland Furthermore,
35% of Swedes32% of Irishand 28% of Danestronglydisagreed with this outlook.

People in employment will be increasingly reluctant to pay taxes and social
contributions to support older people

| Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree | Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q2. Now | would read out a few statements related to pensions. Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat
agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

Although respondents in Sweden and Denmark were the least likely to think that people in
employment will be increasingly reluctant to pay taeesl social contributions to support older
people they were among the most likely to disagreat blder people accept that major pension
reforms are needed to the ease the burden on workirgge people 43% and 46%, respectively, of
respondents in these countresmewhabr stronglydisagreed with the above proposition. The total
level of disagreeent was, nevertheless, even higher in Finland and France (47%606d
respectively).

In Bulgaria and Ireland, on the other hand, at least 6 in 10 respondents (botlsdaétyhator
strongly agreed that older people accept the need for major pensiomsdfdo ease the financial
burden on workingage people. However, although the total level of agreement was as high in
Bulgaria as in Ireland, Irisrespondentsvere significantly more likely than Bulgarianssomewhaor
stronglydisagree that the needripension reforms is accepted by older people (34% vs. 20%).

Onesixth of Bulgarian respondengither had no opinion on the topic or did not know what to answer;

the proportion of Adonot Knowo r es ponsitbugniawa s ,
and ltaly (both 22%), Sweden and Estonia (both 21%).
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Older people accept the need for major pension reforms to ease the financial
burden on working -age people

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree | Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q2. Now | would read out a few statements related to pensions. Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat
agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

In total, more than 8 in 10 British, Finnish, Dutch, Danish and Irish resporgtamtsyhabr strongly
agreed and less than oriith disagreed thattheir government should make it easier for older
people to continue working beyond their normal retirement age (if they so desireRespondents

in these countries were also the most likely to give strong backing to such an initiative (between 52%
and 58%strongly agreed).

In Greece, ltaly and Slovakia, interviewees were the least likely to think that their government should
make it easier for older people to continue working beyond their normal retirement age: 44%, 46%
and 49%, respectivelgomewhabr strongly agreed. These three Member States were the only ones
where the number of respondents who disagreed was highreequal toi the number who agreed.
Finally, although the total levels of agreement and disagreement were similar in these countries,
Greekswere almost twice as likely as Italians and Slovaks to choose one of the two more extreme
responses (i.estronglyagree orstrongly disagree): for example, 26% of Greedtsonglyagreed and
43%stronglydisagreed, while the corresponding proportions fové&kia were, respectively, 14% and

21%.

Our government should make it easier for older people in [our country ] to
continue working beyond the normal retirement age, if they wish
H Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree | Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q2. Now | would read out a few statements related to pensions. Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat
agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

The total level of agreement for the statement thattkes pondent 6 s government 6s
young people andon education is too little, in comparison with the amount spent m older

people ranged from onsixth or less in Sweder?24%) and Luxembourg26%) to roughly 7 in 10
respondents in Lithuania (69%). The proportion of respondents sifomgly agreed with this

statement rangefdom 10%11%in Luxembourg and Sweden to 3986Greece.
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Looking at the proportion of respondents who disagreed that their government is spending too little on
young people andn education, it was noted thanhly athird or lessLithuanians, Italians and Poles
(between 26% and 33%3omewhator strorgly disagreed, while LuxembourgisAnd Swedish
interviewees were twice as likely to expressch disagreement (66% and 61%, respectively).
Furthermore, while in most countries less than a quarter of resporstiemgly disagreedhat their
government is gending too little on young people amah education a third (34%) of Swedes
expressed strong disagreement

Approximately ongenth of interviewees in a majority of Member States found it difficult to answer
this question; respondents in Italy were the st l i kely to provide a fAdon
while those in Slovenia and Lithuania were the least likely to do so (both 5%).

Our government is spending too little on education and young people compared
to older people

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA
100 -
& B é o . 11 12 9 10 11 8 13 14 9 13 10 12 9 15
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Q2. Now | would read out a few statements related to pensions. Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat
agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

Sociodemographic considerations
Costs of an ageing society

Y ounge respondent$ andthose still in education were the least likely to agreetiiath e i r count ry
government must make much more money available for pensions and care for the eldenyhile

the oldest (mostly retired) respondents and those with the lowest level of edweatethe most

likely to agree with this statement. The effects of age and educational attainment were most easily
seen whendcusing on those choosing tsteonglyagree response. For example, 55686 of the over

54 yearolds and 50%of 40-54 yearolds strongly agreed thamore government funds are needed for

pensions and care for the eldedpmpared to 41% of 134 yearoldsand 43% of 289 yearolds

Although the overall level of agreement for the statementtttate i r countryds govern
much more money available for pensions and care for the eldadysimilar for men and women, and

for city dwellers and rural residents, women and rural residents were more likathpngly agree

with this proposition (52% and 51%, respectively, comp&oetb% of men and 44% of metropolitan
residents).

Respondents aged between 25 and 54, those with higher levels of education and a higher occupational
status were the most concerned about the affordability of pensionghly 6 in 10 of these
respondentsomewhabr strongly agreed thatin coming decadesgovernments will no longer be

able to pay for pensions and care for older peoplecompared tofor examplea slim majorityof

retirees or respondents with the lowest level of education (both 53%).

Almost 6 in 10of the 15-24 yearolds and fultime studentsomewhabr stronglyagreedthat people

in employment will be increasingly reluctant to pay taxes and social contributions to support
older people compared to approximately half of the older regpents and those who had completed
their education (e.g. 51% of &8l yearolds and 49% of respondents with the highest level of
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education) Furthermore, while onlglightly more than 10% of 189 yearolds and fultime students
strongly agreed thablder people accept that major pension reforms are needed to ease the
burden on working-age people approximatelya fifth of the over 54 yeawlds and those with the
lowest level of educatioexpressedtrong agreement.

The results by occupational categoryowsikd that selemployed respondents and employees least
frequently agreed thgieople in employment will be increasingly reluctant to pay taxes and social
contributions to support older peoff#9% compared to 52% of retirees and 54% of manual workers
andfi o t h e swarking @spondents), while retirees most ofstrongly agreed thablder people
accept that major pension reforms are needed to ease the burden on -agekipgopl€21% vs.
13%-16% in the other occupational groups).

Assisting people of allhges

While only 58% of manual workesomewhabor stronglyagreed thatheir government should make

it easier for older people to continue working beyond their normal retirement agemore than
two-thirds of selfemployed respondents (71%), employees (688@ retireesg7%) supported such

an initiative.Women,25-54 yearolds, respondents with lower levels of education, and rural or urban
residents were ledikely than their counterparts to gilmacking to such an initiativéd-or example,
68% of men, bubnly 64% of women,somewhabr stronglyagreed that ishouldbe easier taontinue
working beyond their normal retiremesge.

Unsurprisingly, the youngest respondefusder 25)and those still in education were the most likely

to somewhator strongly agree thattheir gover nment 6 s expendituone on vy
education is too little, in comparison with the amount spent on older peopl&or example, 57% of

full-time students agreed with this statement, compared to only443%ocof respondents who dha

completed their education. Manual workers dnd t hnemwaorking respondents, however, were

almost as likely to agree that this is the case: for example, 51% of manual wsokees/hator
stronglyagreed that hei r gover nment 6s ¢éxapdemeducdtianrisegoo bttt y o u n ¢
(compared to, for example, 41% of retirees and 43% of employees).

For more details, see annex tables 8b through 13b.
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3. Contributions of older people to society

In total, almost 9 in 10 EU citizens agréednd a slinmajority (55%)stronglyagreed that financial
helpfrom parents and grandparents is important when young adults are staestgblish their own
households and families. Slightly more than thyearters of interviewees thought that the
contributionof older people who care for family members or relatives isuifbiciently appreciated in
their country (44%stronglyagreed and 33%omewhatgreed).

A large majority of EU citizens also agreed that older people make a major contribution to society via
voluntary work in charitable and community organisations in their country (4#&#glyagreed and
34%somewhatgreed). Furthermore, more than 6 in 10 interviewees thought that there are not enough
opportunities for older and younger people to meet, wark together, via associations and local
community initiatives (319tronglyagreed and 33%omewhaagreed).

Finally, in total, almost twahirds of EU citizens agreetl and a quartestrongly agreedi that
developing products and services respondintpeéoneeds of older people will become a key driver of
their national economy.

Perceptions regarding older people 6s contri bution to societ

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree ® Strongly disagree DK/NA
The financial help of parents and grandparents is important
for young adults who establish their own households and 32 8 HZ
families
5

Older people make a major contribution as volunteers in
charitable and community organisations in (OUR
COUNTRY)

The contribution of older people who care for family or
other relatives is not appreciated enough in (OUR
COUNTRY)

34 10

33 13 H

Q3. Older people are not just receiving from society, they can also give something back. Please tell me if you

strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree .
Base: all respondents, % EU27

7

(&)]

There are not enough opportunities for older and younger
people to meet and work together in associations and local
community initiatives

Developing products and services responding to the needs of
older people will become a key driver of the economy in
(OUR COUNTRY)

Country variations

In almost all Member States, there was almost no doubtfitetcial help from parents and
grandparents is important for young adults establishing their own households and familiemore
than 8 in 10 respondenits 23 Member Statesomewhabr strongly agreedwith this statementThe
total level of agreemenhowever wasconsiderably lower in Denmark (59%), the Netherlaftd86),
the Czech Republic (71%) and Sweden (76%).

Furthermore, while at least 8 in 10 Portuguese, Greek and Cypriot intervistnasgly agreed that
parentsé and gr lelpidimportantrfar ywdng ddulte farmiog their own households
ard families, only half as many, or less, interviewees in thenlasted countrie¥ and Slovakiai
strongly agreed that such financial support is important (29% in the Netherlands and Denmark and
betweer38% and 40% in the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Smede
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The financial help of parents

and grandparents

who establish their own households and families
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Older people are not just receiving from society, they can also give something back. Please tell me if you

strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

A majority of respondents in all Member Stasesnewhabr stronglyagreed thathe contribution of

older people who havea responsibility of carefor family members or relatives is not sufficiently
appreciated in thér country . Respondents in Portugal (91%), the UK (87%) and Finland (85%) were
the most apt tsomewhabr strongly agree with this proposition, while respondents in Luxembourg
were the least likely to do so (58%). Luxembourg was the only country wheeetimaor 3 in 10 (32%)
respondentsomewhabr stronglyd i sagr eed
beingsufficiently appreciated.

t hat ol

der peoplebs c

Portuguese respondents stood out from the pack somewhat as roughlyutintees (74%3¥trongly

agreel that thecontribution to societyy older peoplewho have a responsibility of cafer family
members or relatives, is not appreciated enough in their country. In Germany, Finland, Bulgaria,
Ireland and the UK, between 5 and 6 in 10 respondents exgirssie strong agreement, while in

Luxembourg, Estonia, France, ltaly, Malta, Slovenia, Lithuania and Slovakia, only between a quarter

and a thirdstronglyagreed

The contribution of older people who care for family or other relatives is not

appreciated enough
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Q3. Older people are not just receiving from society, they can also give something back. Please tell me if you
strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree

Base:all respondents, % by country

The total level of agreement with the statement thaér people make a major contribution to a

countryos

soci ety
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in 10 respondents in Poland (39%) and Romania (43%) to more than 9ointi@Irish, British,
Portuguese and Dutch imgewees (between 91% and 95%)hel eight Member States where
respondents were the least likely to agree ¢lddr people make a major contribution as volunteers in
charitable and community organisatianstheir countryall belonged to the group of coumets that
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joined the EU in 2004 or later; the eight countries where respondents most frequently agreed were all
pre-2004 enlargement countries.

In almost allcountriesof the lattergroup at least half of responderggonglyagreed’ and less than
onetenthsomewhabr stronglydisagreed t hat ol der ayeokxontgidues tovsodiety n t
in important ways. Portuguese, Irish and British respondents were the most lilsdtgrigly agree
with the statement (71%, 69% and 65%, respectively).

In the former group of countrigexcept for Latvi only between 15% and 26%tronglyagreed that
there is a major contribution from older people performing valynivork, while betweer27% and
47% somewhabor stronglydisagreed that this is the caBamaran respondents were the most likely
to strongly disagree Z5%), followed by Bulgarian and Czech respondentd8%6 and 17%,
respectively. In Latvia, however, only 18%n total disagreed with the statement and 21% provided a
Adondt knowd response.

Older people make a major contribution as volunteers in charitable and

community organisations in [our country ]
m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree | Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q3. Older people are not just receiving from society, they can also give something back. Please tell me if you
strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

When EU citizens were asked whethiggre are (not) enough opportunities for older and younger
people to meet, and work together, via associations and local community initiativethe majority
view in 21 Member States was thaeté areinsufficient opportunities. In Portugal, the UK, Ireland
and Greece, at least thrgaarters of respondendemewhabr stronglyagreed with the statement that
there are not enough opportunities (between 75%84#6), and at least 4 in 10 respontdstrongly
agreed (between 42% and 61%).

In Denmark, Austria, the Czech Republic, the Netherlands, Germany and Finland, respondents were
divided in their opinions as to whethitere are (not) enough opportunities for older and younger
people to meet, ahwork together, in associations and local community initiatibesveen 41% and

50% of respondents in these countreeamewhator strongly agreed that the opportunities are
insufficient, and between 44% and 53% in total disagreed.

Finally, respondents Latvia were the most likely to say they did not know whether there are enough

opportunities for older and younger peopleget together via associations and local community
initiatives (22% compared to an EU average of 7%).
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There are not enough opportunities for older and younger people to meet and
work together in associations and local community initiatives

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree | Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q3. Older people are not just receiving from society, they can also give something back. Please tell me if you
strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

In comparison with previous statements, the individual country results for the statementhabout
development of products and services responding to the needs of older people becoming a key
driver of the economyshowed the greateamount ofvariaion. While only ondfifth of Hungarians
androughlya quarter of Latviansomewhabr stronglyagreed with the statement, more than 8 in 10
(85%) Portuguesaespondents expressadch agreement. Similarly, the proportion of respondents
who expressed stroragreement ranged from less than 1 in 10 in Hungary, Latvia, Slovakia, Slovenia
and Estonia (between 6% and 9%) to a slim majority in Portugal (52%).

All of the countries that joined the EU in 2004 or later had a proportion of respondents below the EU
aveaage of 64% thatomewhabr stronglyagreed thatleveloping products and services responding to
the needs of older people will become a key driver of their national econdsnyoted above,
Latvians and Hungarians least frequently agreed with this outlokeover, Hungarand Latvia

were the only countries were a majorstymewhaor stronglydisagreed with the statement (65% and
55%, respectively).

At least onetenth of interviewees in more than half of the EU Member States found it difficult to
answert hi s question; the proportions of Adondt kno\
Estonia, Romania, Slovakia and Latvi®%o-21%).

Developing products and services responding to the needs of older people will

become a key driver of the economy in country
m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q3. Older people are not just receiving from society, they can also give something back. Please tell me if you
strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country
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Sociodemographic considerations
Ol der peoplebdbs contributions to society

Respondents between 40 and 64 ye&sge were the most apt $omewhabr stronglyagree thathe
contribution of older people whohave a responsibility ofcare for family members or relatives is
not sufficiently appreciatedin their country while 1524 yearolds (and fulitime students) were the
least likely to do so (80% vs. 7172%).

The results by occupational status showed that employees were the most likeljnawhator
strongly agree with the above statement (80% compared to-78%6 in the dber occupational
groups); however, when looking at those wdtoongly agreed with the statement, it appears that
retirees were just as likely as employees to select this possibility $&ogly agreed vs. 46% of
employees).

The results for the statemehttfinancial help from parents and grandparents is important when
young adults are establishing their own households and familieshowed significantly less
variation across socidemographic groupdt did appear, however, that the over 54 yelais and
retired respondents were more likely than their counterpaggpress strong agreemehB8%-60%
compared to, for example, 51% of-28 yearolds and 54% of 289 yearolds).

Finally, the40-64 yearolds, the most educated respondents, employees arseltieenployed were
more likely than their counterparts smmewhator strongly agreethat developing products and
services responding to the needs of older people will become a key driver of their national
economy For example, at least twhirds of selfemployed respondents and employees (66% and
69%, respectivelysomewhabr stronglyagreed with this statement compared to 63% of retirees and
58% of manual wo rworkingsesppndehtsiot her 6 non

Voluntary work and opportunities for older and younger people to meet

Only 7 in 10 of the 124 yearolds and fullitime studentsomewhabr strongly agreed thablder
people make a major contribution to society via volurdry work in charitable and community
organisations in their country he total levebf agreement increased to more than 80% for the over 54
yearolds, retirees and those with the lowest level of education. The oldest resp@odent4)and
retirees were also the least likely to thitllat there are not enough opportunities for older an
younger people to meetand work together, via associations and local community initiatb@ (
somewhabr stronglyagreed) By comparison, roughly twithirds of 1539 yearolds, in total, agreed
that there armsufficientopportunities.

A similarpa t ern of di fferences was observed when
While rural residents were more likely than city dwellersséonewhatbor strongly agree thablder

p e o p\olenbasy workmakes an importartontribuion to society(80% vs. 74% in metropolitan
areas), city dwellers were more liable to think that there are insuffiopdrtunitiesfor older and
younger people to me¢64% of metropolitan residents and 66% of urban residemtsewhator
stronglyagreed vs. 61% of rura¢sidents).

Finally, althoughmen and women held relatively similar views abitt contribution of older people
to society, women werslightly more likelyto strongly agreethat there are not enough opportunities
for older and younger people gettogeher, via associations and local community initiati{@&®6 vs.
2% of men).

For more details, see annex tables 14b and 18b.
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4. Autonomous living for the elderly, elderly care and support
by social services

When presented withiarious statements aboutspects of elderly care, EU citizens were the most
likely to agree that, in their country, many frail older people cannot live autonomously because their
homes are not adapted to meet their needs: gt88hglyagreed and 35%omewhatgreed with this
statenent. Furthermore, only slightly more than a third of EU citizens in total agrema 59%
disagreed that there are sufficient social services in their country to support frail older people so that
they can stay living in their own home.

Two-thirds of nterviewees also disagreed that peopith a responsibility of caréor older family
members at home receive good support ftomm e i r  cavial servicgs §35%trongly disagreed

and 30%somewhatlisagreed). Nevertheless, a majority thought that dectmurses and professional
carers in their country are sufficiently well trained to care for the special needs of the elderly (26%
stronglyagreed and 38%omewhatgreed).

Finally, threequarters of EU citizens thought that if older people could mowenar more easily, they
would make a greater contribute to society: 3@%nglyagreed and 40%omewhatgreed with this
proposition.

Perceptions regarding elderly care

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree ™ Strongly disagree DK/NA

In (OUR COUNTRY), many frail older people cannot live
autonomously because homes are not adapted to their needs

Older people would contribute much more to society if it
was easier for them to move around

Doctors, nurses and professional carers in (OUR
COUNTRY) are well trained to care for the special needs of
older people

In (OUR COUNTRY), there are sufficient social services to
support frail older people so that they can stay in their own
home

People who have to care for older family members at home
receive good support from social services in (OUR
COUNTRY)

Q4. Let me read a few statement about problems related to elderly care. Please tell me if you strongly agree,
somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree .
Base: all respondents, % EU27

Country variations

At least 7 in 10 respondents across all Member Ssaesewhabr strongly agreed thatany frail

older people cannot live autonomously because their homes are not adapted to meet their needs

(the total level of agreement ranged from 70% in Luxembourg to 95% in Portulgalprdportion of
respondents whstronglyagreedhowever, showed more variatidnom 33% in Luxembourg to 85%

in Portugal (a difference of 52 percentage points, compared to a smaller difference of 25 percentage
points between the lowest and highest total level of agreement for this stagtement

Portugéstood out from the pack with 85% of respondents siinonglyagreed that, because homes in
Portugal are not adapted to meet the needs of elderly people, many frail older people cannot live
autonomously. In Greece and Cyprus, at least 6 in 10 resporsti@mtgly agreed that this describes

the situation in their country (69% and 64%, respectively); in Luxembourg, the Czech Republic and
Slovakia only roughly a thirdhowed strong agreement
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In [our country ], many frail older people cannot live autonomously because
homes are not adapted to their needs

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q4. Let me read a few statement about problems related to elderly care. Please tell me if you strongly agree,
somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree .
Base:all respondents, % by country

Respondents in Luxembourg weret only the least likely to agree with the statement about housing
not being adapted to meet the needs of the elderly, they were also the most likely to fieetdtat
sufficient social services in Luxembourg to allow frail older people to stay in tlieown homes

37% of Luxembourgerstrongly agreed and 40%omewhatagreed. In four other countries, a slim
majority, at leastsomewhabr strongly agreed with this statement: Austria (61%), Belgium (58%),
Germany and the Netherlands (both 53%).

In Estania, Romania and Poland, on the other handeast thregjuartersof intervieweedisagreed

that there are sufficient social services to support frail older people so that they can stay in their own
homes (betweeid5% and77% stronglyandsomewhatlisagree responses). Furthermore, almost half

of Estonians (47%) and Poles (46%t)onglydisagreed that this was the situation in their country; in
Romania, almost 6 in 10 (57%) interviewest®nglydisagreed. Other countries where at least half of
interviewes strongly disagreed were: Portugal (56%), Bulgaria (52%), Greece (51%) and Denmark
(50%).

In [our country ],there are sufficient social services to support frail older people
so that they can stay in their own home

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q4. Let me read a few statement about problems related to elderly care. Please tell me if you strongly agree,
somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree .
Base:all respondents, % by country

Similar to results obtained for the EU overadispondents in almost all Member States were even less
likely to agree thapeoplewho havea responsibility of carefor older family members at home
receive good support from social servicethan they were to agree to that there are sufficient social
services for elderlpeople iving on their own. In only one countiyLuxembourg (54%1 did more

than half of respondensomewhabr stronglyagree that there is enough support for family members
with caring responsibilities for older family members, while in more than half of the EU Member
Statesmore tharb in 10 respondents digreedhat this is the case.

page26



Analytical report Flash EB N° 269 i Intergenerational solidarity

Focusing on those respondents choosing the more extreme negative résposseonglydisagred

it was noted that while only a minority (7%) of Luxembourgish respondents chose this possibility, in
Portugal, Bulgaria and Greecppaoximately 6 in 10 respondergtrongly disagreed (between/%

and 64%). Respondents in the latter group of countries were not only among the most dissatisfied with
support from social services for elderly people living on their own (as seen aboveyetieegliso the

most dissatisfied with social services support for individuals who baresponsibility of cardor

older family members at home.

Finally, a significant number of respondents in most Member States found it difficult to answer this
question the proportion of Adonot knowd responses
Portugal, Finland, Ireland, Spain and Greece to at leassigtiein Latvia (21%), Luxembourg (19%)

and Malta (18%).

People who have to care for older family members at home receive good support
from social services  in[our country ]
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Q4. Let me read a few statement about problems related to elderly care. Please tell me if you strongly agree,
somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree .
Base:all respondents, % by country

The total level bagreement for the statement tlamictors, nurses and professional carers in the
respondentds country are sufficiently wel./ trai
ranged from slightly less than half of respondents in Greece, LithuaniashonicE(46%47%) to

more than 8 in 10 (82%) of respondents in Austria. The proportion of intervieweestwhgly

agreed with this statement ranged from 12% in Italy to 48% in Austria.

Slovakia, the Netherlands, Denmark and Ireland were close to Awastiiae higher end of the
distribution with slightly more than thregpuarters of respondents wisomewhabr strongly agreed

that doctors, nurses and professional carers are sufficiently well trained in specialist care in their
country (76%77%). Austriansvere also the most apt Birongly agree that this is the case (48%),
followed by Irish, Danish and Dutch respondents (42%, 40% and 38%, respectively); in Slovakia,
however, only 26%tronglyagreed with the statement.

Greece was the only Member Statbene half of respondensomewhabr strongly disagreed that
doctors, nurses and professional carers in their country are well trained to care for the special needs of
older people. Furthermore, Greek respondents were the most liketyotmly disagree hiat Greek

doctors, nurses and professional carers were sufficiently well trained for this purpose (30%). In all
other Member States, less than a quarter of responsteoigly disagreed with the statement and the
proportion ranged from 2% in Austria to%3n Bulgaria.
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Doctors, nurses and professional carers in country are well trained to care for
the special needs of older people
m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q4. Let me read a few statement about problems related to elderly care. Please tell me if you strongly agree,
somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree .
Base:all respondents, % by country

We also observed a large variation in country results for the statemerdldbatpeople would

contribute much more to society if they could more easily move aroundess tharhalf of Czech

respondents (48) and a slim majority oBlovak (55%) and Hungarian respondents (566thewhat

or strongly agreed with this statement, compared to approximately 9 in 10 Portuguese, Italians and
Cypriots (between 89% and3%). Similarly, while approximately twithirds of respondents in

Portugal and Greece6®b and 66%, respectivel\gtrongly agreedt h a t increasing ol c
mobility would allow them to contribute much more to society, only 15% of Slovaks and 19% of
Czechsstronglyagreed that this would be the case.

Not only a majority of Portuguese and Greek respondents, but also a majority of Cypriot and Irish
interviewees (6% and 55%, respectively3tronglyagreed that, if older people can stay mobile, they
would contribute more to society. Although the totalelesf agreement was as high in ltaly as in
Portugal, Italians wer@oughly half as likely as Portuguese respondents to express their strong
agreement that this would be the cé6% vs. 69%).

Finally, respondents in Lithuania were more likely tharirtbheunterparts to say they did not know
whether older people would contribute much more to society if it was easier for them to move around
(19% compared to an EU average of 5%).

Older people would contribute much more to society if it was easier for them to
move around
m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q4. Let me read a few statement about problems related to elderly care. Please tell me if you strongly agree,
somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree .
Base:all respondents, % by country
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Sociedemographic considerations
Elderly care and support by social services

The following anal ysi s descr i dbeutlddryhcare andsuppartt i on i
by social servicesbroken down by socidemographic variablesAgain, his analysis primarily
focuses on: thiotal level of agreemertie. the sum o$tronglyandsomewhatgree responses)

Both the youngest (under 25) and the oldest respondents (over 64) were more likely than respondents
in the other age categories to think that:

e doctors, nurses and professinal carersin their countryare sufficiently well trained to care
for the special needs of the eldeplyople

e people caring for older family members at homereceive good support from social
servicesin their country

e there aresufficient social servicesn their countryto support frail older people so that that
they can stay living in their own home

For examplewhile 28% of the over 64 yealds and 30% of 124 yearolds agreed thapeople
caring for older family members at home receive good sufgmrt social services in their country
only betweer22% and 24% in the other age categories agreed with this statement.

In accordance with the above findings, it was also noted thatirhél students, retired respondents

and those with the lowest level @ducation were more likely to agree that there was sufficient support

from social services and that medical personnel are sufficiently well trained. For example, while 40%

of retirees agreed th#tere are sufficient social services in their countryujpsrt frail older people

so that that they can stay living in their own horoely roughly a third of respondents in the other
occupational groups agreed that t his -wwasking he ¢ a-:c
respondents, 34% of sedmployedrespondents and 35% of manual workers.

Finally, in comparison with women and city dwellers, men and respondents living in rural areas also
made a more positive evaluation of elderly care in their country. For exampkhitde of rural
residentsagreedthat doctors, nurses and professional carers in their country are sufficiently well
trained to care for the special needs of eldpéyple compared t&9% of metropolitan residents

Autonomous living for the elderly

The statements aboatitonomous Viing for the elderly again showed less variation in the total level of
agreement across soaiemographic groups. Certain of these groups, nevertheless, appeared to be less
likely to stronglyagree thamany frail older people cannot live autonomously lieeaheir homes are

not adapted to megeir needs, and thalder people would contribute much more to society if they
could move arounthore easily

Less than half of men (45%he 15-39 yearolds (45%46%), fulltime students @), respondents
with the highest levels of education (47%) and-setiployed respondents (45%tyonglyagreedhat
many frail older people cannot live autonomously because their homes are not adapted to meet
their needs In all other groups, however, roughly one in tivear more i respondents expressed
strong agreement.

Similarly, only approximately a third of the abereentioned respondents (between 33% and 35%)
and a similar proportion of employeésstrongly agreed thablder people would contribute much
more to societyif they could move aroundmore easily In all other groups, between 37% and 46%
of respondentstronglyagreed with thigroposition;respondents having the lowest level of education
led the way.

For more details, see annex tables 19b through 23b.
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5. The role of public authorites in  promoting
iIntergenerational solidarity

More than 6 in 10 EU citizendisagreedhat their government does a good job in promoting better
understanding between young and (28% stronglydisagreed an85% somewhatlisagreelli only

27% of respondenti total agreed with this propositio®@net ent h of respondent s
knowo whether their government was doing a good

EU citizens were, nevertheless, in agreement about the role of public authorities iningydreter
relations between young and old; roughly 9 in 10 interviewees in total agmeed a majority even
stronglyagreed that:

e local authorities should support associations and initiatives that foster stronger relations
between young and older e,

e schools should promote better relations between the younipeaold, and

e there should be public centres where older people are helped to find opportunities to volunteer
for tasks that match their skills and wishes.

Perceptions regarding the role of public authorities

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree ™ Strongly disagree DK/NA

Local authorities should support associations and initiatives
that foster stronger relations between young people and
older people

There should be public centres where older volunteers are
helped to find opportunities for volunteering which match
their skills and wishes

Schools should promote better relations between the young
and the old

The government is doing a good job in promoting a better
understanding between the young and the old

Q5. Finally 1 would like to ask about the role of public authorities. Please tell me if you strongly agree,
somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree .
Base: all respondents, % EU27

Country variations

Lithuania and Belgiunwere theonly two countriesvhereat least half of intervieweesomewhaor
strongly agreel that their government does a good job in promoting a better understanding
between young and old55% and 50%, respectiyg. In a majority of EU Member Statesiorethan

6 in 10 respondentsomewhabr stronglydisagreed that the government does a good job in this area.

The total level otlisagreement was thHaghestin Hungary(78%) andlreland(76%). Furthermore, in
these countriesmore than4 in 10 intervieweestrongly disagreed that the government deegood
job in promoting a better understanding between young and old (46%5%despectively) Greek
and Bulgarian respondents were, neverthel@sst,as likely1 or more likelyi to strongly disagree
(51%and47%, respectively.
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The government is doing a good job in promoting a better understanding between
the young and the old

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree m Strongly disagree DK/NA
100 - 4
13 10 0 4o ﬁ 15 9 10 10 2 8 43 .o O 7 10 9 ., 8 8 9 8 10 1 12 15 11
10
18 18
- g LM
26 2947?’42932 32 30445Q34
|27 26 38 ol 3984046
60 20 22 a0
20 22 22 31 37 37 2 - 50
18 8 26 31 29 37 ™ 37 7 39
28 23 18 19 31 36 4,
82 22 3 17 . 31 32
20 28 21 23 22 19 9
9 4 =
0 4
> N =z N X W —
zgggaogamwomw:ggtgmugﬁeazﬂjg
11}
Q5. Finally I would like to ask about the role of public authorities. Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat

agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

In all EU Member States (except for the Czech Republic), at least 85% of respcsuieatghabr
strongly agreed thatlocal authorities should support asseciations and initiatives that foster
stronger relations between young and older peoplé slightly lower proportion of Czechis but,
nevertheless, 79%agreed that this is a responsibility of local authorities.

Focusing on respondents choosing the nexteeme positive answering category (§gongly agreg

it was noted that more than thrgearters of respondents in Portugal (83%) and Greece (76%)
expressed strong agreement that local authorities should support associations and initiativesrthat fost
stronger relations between young and older pedptese in the Czech Republic and Slovakia were
less than half alékely to do so (34% and 36%, respectively).

Local authorities should support associations and initiatives that foster stronger
relations between young people and older people
m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree/Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q5. Finally I would like to ask about the role of public authorities. Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat
agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

The total level of agreement for the statement thate should be public centres where older
volunteers are helped to find opportunities for volunteering which match their skills and wishes
ranged from 76% in the Czech Republic to 97% in Cyprus and Malta. In only four countries did more
than 1 in 10 respondensomewhator strongly disagree with this statement: the Czech Republic
(18%), Denmark (14%), the Netherlands and Hungary (both 13%).

Respondents in Slovakénd theCzech Republié once agairi were the least likely tetronglyagree
thatsuchpublic centres should exis{32% and 36%, respectively). Hungary and Slovenia were close
to the Czech Republic at the lower end of the distribution with slightly more than 4 in 10 interviewees
who expressed strong agreement (41% and 42%, respectively).
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Greek and Brtuguese respondents, on the other hand, were again found at the highest end of the
distribution with 81% whatronglyagreed that there should be public centres that help older people to
explore volunteer opportunities. In Cyprus and Ireland at leasthingds of intervieweestrongly

agreed that such centres should exist (76% and 68%, respectively).

There should be public centres where older volunteers are helped to find
opportunities for volunteering which match their skills and wishes

m Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree/Strongly disagree DK/NA
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Q5. Finally | would like to ask about the role of public authorities. Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat

agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents, % by country

As was seen for the two previous statementiarge majority of interviewees in all Member States
agreed thaschools sbuld promote better relations between young and oldthe total level of
agreement ranged from 74% in Denmark to 96% in Pontughkeé total level of disagreement for this
statement ranged from less than 1 in 20 interviewees in Porigitd, RomaniaandGreece to one
sixth or more respondentskiungary(17%) and Denmark (21%).

Portugal andsreece once again had the highest proportion of respondentsstitraglyagreed (85%
and 82%, respectively)n eight Member States, less than half of interviensemgly agreed that
schools should promote better relations between young andithdiespondents in Denmark (42%),
Luxembourg and Italy (both 44%) being the least likely to express strong agreement.

Schools should promote better relations between the young and the old
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Q5. Finally I would like to ask about the role of public authorities. Please tell me if you strongly agree, somewhat

agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree
Base:all respondents. % bv countrv

Sociodemographicconsiderations

Respondents over 64, retirees and respondents with the lowest level of education were the most likely
to somewhator strongly agreethat thér government doesa good job in promoting better
understanding between young and oldbetween30% and 32%). The 1524 yearolds, fulktime
student s, manual wworking eesppndentshdwed sidhthy éesscagraemeanith

between 28% and 30% wisomewhabr stronglyagreed. In all other groups, however, the total level
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of agreement was ceiterably lower: for example, only 21% of the sstfiployed and 23% of those
with the highest levels of educatisomewhabr strongly agreed that the government does a good
job.

Similar to results obtainedhen studying country variations for the othree statements about
authoritiesd role i n pr ombnuchnvgriationnwas Segnanntieertoiat i o n a
level of agreement across sodemographic groupfutting the focusn respondents choosing the

more extreme positive answeriragtegory (i.e.strongly agre® however, didreveal some large
differences in opinions across sodemographic groups.

Women and older respondents (aged @@&mwere more likely than men and respondents under 40 to
stronglyagree that:

e local authorities should supportassociations and initiatives that fosstronger relations
between young and older people,

e schools should promote better relationdetweertheyoung and the oldgnd

e public centresfor volunteers should existvhere older people are helptdfind opportunities
to volunteer for tasks that match their skills and wishes.

For example, while roughly 6 in 10 respondents @8:fbetween 58% and 60%jronglyagreed that
local authoritiesshould support associations and initiatives that fostenger relations between
young and older peoplenly 44% of 1524 yearolds and 49% of 289 yearoldsstronglyagreed that
this is the case.

The | argest differences across occupational cat €
nonworking respondentd.é. students, unemployed respondents, those looking after the home etc.):

while almost 6 in 10 retireestrongly agreed thatocal authoritiesand/or schools should promote

better relations between the young and oldy roughly one intw f o t hworkidg respondents

agreed that this was a responsibility of schools and/or local authorities (52% for the statement about
schools and 49% for local authorities).

For more details, see annex tati?db through27b.
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