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same as those found in table 24, for the latter rates may
have been based on different estimates of the female pop­
ulation or may have involved a different treatment of
births for which the age of mother was not stated. There
may also be special adjustments for the under-registration
of births or other differences in method.

Some of the reproduction rates given in table 24 are
approximations, where data on total births were available,
but not classified by age of mother. The method most
widely employed in such cases is to use the age-specific fer­
tility rates of other times or places to estimate the distri­
bution of births by age of mother. This calculation usually
gives a gross reproduction rate within 3 or 4 per cent of
the true value.

The accuracy of net reproduction rates is affected also
by the accuracy of the life tables used. Some special ques­
tions arise in net reproduction rate computation in regard
to the period of time to which the life tables relate. The
life table used is frequently that computed from the death
rates of women in the year to which the fertility rates re­
late, but often life tables for other years are used. Since
the value of a net reproduction rate is likely to fluctuate
far more as a result of changes in fertility rates than of
mortality rates, the net reproduction rates so obtained are
generally published under the dates to which the fertility
rates relate. This procedure has been followed in table 24.
Wherever the life tables are known to relate to a different
period from that of the fertility rates, the difference is
indicated in the footnotes.

DEATH 5TATI5TIC5
\

The total number of deaths, exclusive of stillbirths, as
reported for 132 areas during the calendar years 1934 to
1949, are given in table 25. These data are in general for
the same geographic areas as those presented for birth
statistics in table 15, and, as in the case of births, do not
represent a uniform degree of accuracy or completeness
of registration. In some areas, the registration of deaths
is believed to be more complete than that of births, but
the same may not be true of other areas. No satisfactory
measurements of the degree of under-registration have so
far been made. Acknowledged deficiencies are noted in the
table wherever they are known to be significant.

Deaths of infants who, though born alive, died before
registration of birth are not included in the totals for
certain countries. This exclusion is potentially an impor­
tant one, inasmuch as deaths up to three days after birth
may thus escape registration. This is a period at which in­
fant mortality tends to be high.

Wherever coverage is known to be other than complete
geographically, the inadequacy is noted in the table. As
mentioned earlier, the statistics are restricted to the non­
indigenous segments of the population in most of Africa,
the reason being that in general registration is compulsory
only among this group.

The data presented here relate to deaths which oc­
curred within the boundaries of the country. Therefore,
they may be presumed to include, unless otherwise speci­
fied, deaths among nomadic tribes and aborigines and
those among national or alien armed forces, displaced

persons, war refugees and aliens residing in the country
at the time when death occured. They normally exclude
deaths among armed forces and civilian nationals sta­
tioned or residing outside the country. It should be em­
phasized again that the absence of qualifying notes about
inclusions or exclusions does not necessarily mean that the
data conform to the standard definition. However, the in­
formation is given for virtually all cases where the dif­
ference involved is other than negligible.

Table 26 presents annual crude death rates for the
period 1932 to 1949 for 110 of the 132 areas shown in
table 25.

The rate is the number of deaths reported for a calen­
dar year per 1,000 persons present in the same geographic
area at the mid-point of the year. Wherever possible, rates
which do not represent complete coverage either of geo­
graphic areas or of segments of the population, or in which
there is some lack of correspondence between the two com­
ponents, are noted in a manner similar to that used in
table 25. Rates are not shown where official sources have
indicated that the statistics are seriously incomplete o.
where the coverage of the death statistics differs impor­
tantly from that of the available population base.

Death rates specific for age and sex are presented in
table 27 for 46 areas.s The accuracy of these data is sub­
ject to the same kinds of reservations regarding deficien­
cies in statistics by age as those discussed heretofore.

The age groups shown are: under 1; 1 to 4; 5-year
age groups from 5 to 84; 85 and over. In computing the
rates, deaths at unknown ages and the population of un­
known age were disregarded except as they formed part
of the death rate for all ages combined. Each rate is,
therefore, the number of deaths at a given age that oc­
curred during the course of a year per 1,000 persons of
that age at the middle of the year or at another date
within the year. It should be noted that the rates for per­
sons under one year of age in this table differ from the
infant mortality rates shown in table 29, the latter being
based on live births for the year rather than on the popu­
lation under one at the middle of the year. Also, the rates
for all ages combined differ in a number of cases from
those shown in table 26, the reason being that they are
based on the total population at the same date as that for
which an age distribution was available for the computa­
tion of age-specific rates.

The problem of obtaining precise correspondence be­
tween the deaths and the population in the inclusion or
exclusion of armed forces, refugees, displaced persons and
other special groups, is particularly difficult where age­
specific rates are concerned. In cases where it was not
possible to achieve such a correspondence, the differences
in coverage are noted. Male rates in the age range twenty
to forty years are particularly affected by this non-cor­
respondence and care should be exercised in using these
rates for comparative purposes.

Statistics of deaths under 1 year of age, exclusive of
stillbirths, are presented in table 28 for 114 areas. The

S A table presenting numbers of deaths classified by age and sex ap­
peared in the first issue of the Yearbook. A similar table is not in­
cluded in the present volume because of space considerations.
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